Hills












GOV SYL
Hills












GOV SYL

US Government and Politics Syllabus

2018/ 2019
Instructor: Mr. Hills

Room 3222

Email: jarrod.hills@apsva.us
I. Objectives
a. To acquaint the student with the historical development, organization, and function of government on all levels.


b. To acquaint the student with citizens’ rights and responsibilities within the democratic framework.


c. To compare the U.S. constitutional form of government with the other forms of government in the world today.

II. Class Materials
Text: Remy, Richard C, Et. Al. Virginia and United States Government. McGraw Hill, 2018.

Supplementary Materials:

· Washington Post

· New York Times

· Federalist Papers

· Articles of Confederation

· Declaration of Independence

· Peer-reviewed journals

· The Economist

· U.S. Constitution

· Variety of primary source documents

· Multiple media types—we will be using computer technology, among others, during this course. Videos shown will have a PG-13 rating or less and have a specific instructional purpose. Videos with an “R” rating will require parent permission.

· Dahl, Robert A. On Democracy. New Haven: Yale UP, 1998. Print.

III. Teaching/ Learning Strategies
This class is conducted in a seminar/lecture style.  This course requires intensive reading and interpretation of primary and secondary sources.  In addition, students will develop a clear and concise writing style.  Students are expected to come to class prepared to share ideas in an open forum.  Visual aids and guest speakers will be used to enhance the learning environment.  Students will be encouraged to suggest appropriate guest speakers.  I follow all APS policies as stated in the Student Handbook. With each unit, charts, lists, and other statistical studies will be presented, analyzed and applied to supplement the unit.

IV.  Evaluation

· Multiple choice tests given at the completion of each assigned chapter from the textbook and lecture material

· Daily short-answer quizzes on the assigned text book reading

· Daily class participation assessment

· Five paragraph analytical essay questions given at end of each completed unit

· Free-response task oriented analytical questions at the end of every chapter

· All testing will be in class

· Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior

The grading scale* for this class is as outlined in APS policy:


A = 
90-100


B+ = 
87-89


B = 
80-86


C+ = 
77-79


C = 
70-76


D+ = 
67-69


D = 
60-66


E = 
0-59

Grades are weighted accordingly:


Test





30%


Homework Quiz 



30%


Homework/ Class Participation

15%



Quarterly Project



25%

*Grades are rounded up, quarterly, when the numeric value is .5 or higher e,g, 89.6% rounds up to 90%. Student grades reflect student achievement and not behavior
Assume that all assignments are to be done individually unless you are instructed otherwise.  Cheating will be treated as a major offense and will result in a grade of zero on the assignment and a referral to the administration for an honor code violation.  The honor code will be adhered to in this course and written on assignments. If you break the honor code, then you will be reported to your counselor, club and sports sponsors, and your administrator. Multiple violations of the honor code will result in a parent conference.  You will write the honor code on all individual work turned into the instructor.  See below:

“On my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid or information on this assignment.”

What about extra credit? Well, I do not give any assignments that will result in extra points. I will, however, have an in class scheme in which class participation will result in points given. 

V.  Attendance and Tardies
If you reach three (3) unexcused tardies you will be given detention during lunch, either with me or in-school detention room, on that third tardy and every tardy thereafter for the rest of the year.

 

Unexcused absences will result in a zero for that day’s missed class participation, any tests, or written assignments. 

Excused absences per APS policy as laid out in the Student Handbook:

1.  Previously assigned work:

a.  Students must turn in any previously assigned written work (homework, papers, projects, etc.) by the end of the first school day of their return.

b.  Written work may be submitted directly to the teacher, digitally to the teacher, or to a secretary in the main office.

c.  Students must be prepared to complete any quizzes, tests, or presentations at the start of the next class they attend.  Teachers may choose, in conjunction with the student, to schedule the make-up work for a time outside of class.

2.  Any work missed during the absence:

a.  Unless special arrangements have been made, students have one (1) week from the last day of the absence to submit make-up work with a 10% reduction in value for each class day late. 

b.  Teachers will, within reason assist students when the absence is excused.

c.  Students are responsible for the work missed even if the absence is unexcused.

d.  As per APS PIP 25-1.1 Attendance credit for make-up work is only given when the absence is excused.  Teachers will assign zeroes for work assignments or tests missed during any unexcused absence, not as punishment, but as an accurate evaluation of the student’s performance on that day.

VI.  Class Requirements

a.  A loose leaf binder is a requirement. Organization will be very important. In this binder you will be able to keep your notes and any other reading materials 

b.  Class participation will be closely monitored and each student will receive a weekly grade based on his/her level of constructive and relevant discussion.  At times students will be chosen to lead discussions so daily preparation is mandatory.

VII.  Homework
All homework will be turned in on time. So, what about late work. Well, I will cut you some slack here. You can get it to me but it will be worth 10% less than it was, unless the absence is an excused one. If it is excused, we will work out a deadline. 
VIII.  Examination
Each chapter will be finalized with an exam consisting of multiple choice questions and one or two free response questions. Each free response question will combine lecture information, statistical information from outside sources analyzed and information from outside readings. There will also be quarterly exams. Now, lets say you decide to skip a quarter exam or something big like that. Well, you get a zero on it. If it is excused, again, we can work that one out. 

IX. Cell Phones!!!!

A lot can be said about cell phones. They make life easier but at the same time, they make life harder. There have been numerous studies that have shown that phones will actually decrease your academic performance. Really, money had to be spent on some people following students to report what everyone, yourselves included, already know. You cannot split attentions and expect retention and interaction. Shocking, right? Well, not really. So, with that said, I am adopting a policy that mirrors what other departments have already done. 

Students will not have cell phones (or other electronic devices) on their person, their desk, or visible in any way.  Cell phones (or other electronic devices) must be silenced and out of sight at all times unless specifically permitted for instructional purposes.

1. Upon the first offense the student will hand over their device until the end of class.  If a student refuses, administration will be notified.
2. Upon the second offense the device will be turned over to the main office for the student to pick up at the end of the day.  
3. Any offense beyond that will require a parent or legal guardian to come in and pick up the device from the student’s administrator.

IX.  Pacing (subject to change)
Unit One:
Political Culture, Participation, and Institutions

	Topic
	Chapter
	Additional Readings

	Political Socialization
	8
	Lasser, 5.1 Democracy in America; Chart: Where Americans Lie on the Political Spectrum; Chart: Volunteering in the United States; Chart: Levels of Civic Engagement, 2006

	Economy Policy
	16
	Lasser, 13.2 Nine Misconceptions; Chart: Federal Budgets, Spending and Borrowing, 1921- 1974 and 1975- 2007; Chart: How Federal Tax Dollars are Spent, Fiscal Year 2006

	Political Parties/ Party System
	5
	Lasser, 8.1 Towards A More Responsible Two-Party System; Chart: Evolution of the Two Party System, 1790 to 1870; Chart: How Americans Vote by State, 2000

	Voting and Elections
	6
	Chart: LA Times 2004 National Exit Poll; Chart: Voter Turnout, 1990- 2006

	The Campaign Process
	7
	Chart: PAC Sponsors, 1977- 2006; 

	The Media
	8
	Lasser, 7.1 
N.Y.Times v. U.S.; Chart: Changing Sources of News, 1955- 2004

	Interest Groups
	9
	Lasser, 6.1 The Scope and Bias of the Pressure System


Unit Two:
Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

	Constitutionalism
	2/3
	Lasser, 1.1, 1.4 Feds.#10 and #51

	Federalism
	4
	Lasser, 2.2 Fed. # 39


Unit Three:
Institutions of U.S. Government

	Congress
	10/ 11/ 12
	Lasser, 9.3 What the American Public wants; Chart: The Changing Composition of Congress, 1971- 2007; List: Permanent Congressional Committees; Chart: How a Bill Becomes a Law; Chart: Introduced Measures that were Passed, 1789- 2006

	Presidency
	13/ 14
	Lasser, 10.2 Fed. #70; Chart: Federal Workforce, 2004; 

	Bureaucracy
	15
	Lasser, 11.2 Bureaucracy: What Agencies Do and Why They Do It

	Judiciary
	18
	Lasser, 12.2 Beyond Bush v. Gore


Unit Four:
Civil Rights and Liberties

	Order and Civil Liberties
	19/ 20/ 21
	Lasser, 4.1 Plessey v. Ferguson; 4.2 Brown v.Board of Education

	Equality and Civil Rights
	19/ 20/ 21
	Chart: Impact of the Civil Rights Act of 1964


Unit Five:
Public Policy

	Foreign and Defense Policy
	17
	Lasser, 13.3 American and the World; Chart: Foreign Aid Recipients, 2004; List: American Sanctions and Military Involvement


X.  Unit Understandings

1. Unit One:
Political Culture, Participation, and Institutions

a.  Citizens’ beliefs about government and leaders

b.  How citizens learn about politics

c.  Public opinion-its’ source, nature, and impact

d.  Voting and other ways to participate

e.  Influences on political beliefs- communication with others of similar beliefs

f.  Role of media

2. Unit Two:
Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

a. Influences on framers’ ideas

b. Theories of democratic government

c. Separation of powers

d. Federalism

3. Unit Three:
  Institutions of U.S. government

a. Formal and informal powers

b. Balance of power and relationship of branches

c. Institutions and their links to constituents, interest groups, parties, media, and state/locality governments

4. Unit Four:
Civil Rights and Liberties

a. Judicial interpretations of liberties and rights

b. Citizens’ knowledge of liberties and rights

c. Role of Fourteenth Amendment in developing constitutional understanding of rights and liberties

5. Unit Five:
Public Policy


a. Formation of policy agenda

b. Role of institutions in enacting policy

c. Policy making in a federal system

d. Role of courts in policy enactment/interpretation

Student and Parent/ Guardian Contract

Please read over this course outline carefully. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me. You may leave a voice mail by calling the school or you may contact me at my email (preferred): jarrod.hills@apsva.us. Please, detach the bottom and return. It will be kept as a contact sheet and is the first homework assignment.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________

Block: ______

I have read and understand the course outline and agree to follow the class policies and procedures.

____________________________________________

Student Signature

I have read and discussed the course outline with my child. I understand the course and agree to support the class policies and procedures.

___________________________________________
__________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Signature




Home/ Work Phone and Email
