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1. Welcome to US/VA History
It is my pleasure to have you as a student in my US/VA History class.  The successful completion of this full year course is required for high school graduation. US/VA History is a fast-paced survey of American and Virginia History beginning with the colonial period and ending with contemporary times. This course is intended to provide students with a general understanding of US and Virginia History and to prepare students for the end of course Virginia Standards of Learning Test.  Our studies are aligned with the Virginia Standards of Learning for Virginia http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/history_socialscience/next_version/stds_va_ushistory.doc  and US History as well as the Arlington County Curriculum guide https://www.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/legacy_assets/www/dbfc961169-Grade_11_Master_2.pdf
This course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to critically evaluate a variety of issues in United States history.  Students will learn to assess historical materials, with regards to relevance, perspective, and reliability, while gaining a broader understanding of this country’s past.  An additional goal is developing the skills necessary to form conclusions based on informed judgment and to present your reasoning and evidence in a clear and persuasive essay format. 
2. Objectives/Expectations: The theme for Grade 11 is PERSPECTIVES. Students will demonstrate an understanding of these key concepts concerning Significant People, Places, and Events:
1.       The Democratization of the American political system.
2.       The impact of American national destiny on Global Interaction.
3.       The concerns of diverse Americans seeking the "American Dream."
4.       How Technological and Scientific Development have helped American Society.
5.       The free Enterprise concept of our economy and the protection of private property.
6.       Develop skills in reading, writing, geography, citizenship, and critical thinking.
7.       The impact of Geography and the Environment on choices Americans have made. 
3. Course Overview
a.       We will approach our US/VA History studies in a variety of ways including lectures, class discussions, group projects, individual research projects, films, and special focus activities. Our studies will be organized around these topics that are found in the Arlington Curriculum Guide:
 

1st Quarter:
 
Pre-Columbian Societies
Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings
Colonial North America
The American Revolutionary Era
The Early Republic
 
2nd Quarter:
 
The Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America 
The Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America 
Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America 
Territorial Expansion, Manifest Destiny
The Crisis of the Union 
Civil War
Reconstruction
The Origins of the New South 
Development of the West in the Late Nineteenth Century
Industrial America in the Late Nineteenth Century
 
3rd Quarter:
 
Urban Society in the Late Nineteenth Century
Populism and Progressivism
The Emergence of America as a World Power
The New Era: 1920s
The Great Depression and the New Deal
 
4th Quarter
 
The Second World War
The Home Front during the War
The United States and the Early Cold War
The 1950s
The Turbulent 1960s
Politics and Economics at the End of the Twentieth Century
Society and Culture at the End of the Twentieth Century
The United States in the Post-Cold War World
 
b.       While our studies will progress chronologically, based on theses topics, our discussions will bridge time periods as we explore the themes of American diversity, American identity, culture, demographic changes, economic transformations, environment, globalization, politics and citizenship, reform, religion, slavery and its legacies, as well as war and diplomacy.  Our emphasis will be on understanding the major changes over time.
 
c.       Each unit will have an assignment sheet outlining daily readings, discussion topics that correlate to the readings, and homework assignments.  We will devote about the first 10 minutes of class to a daily opener activity so you will want to arrive to class on time!  Openers will include a variety of activities like notebook responses to questions, quizzes, and current events discussions.  There will be at least one major assessment per unit.  Class work will combine a review of daily discussion questions, student inquiry, and lecture-discussion to clarify historical concepts.

4. Homework and Study Groups: 
 
a.      US/VA History is designed to be a very challenging academic course.  You should expect to devote about 3 hours a week to homework.  Some students find that they need to spend more time, so plan your schedules accordingly.  I encourage you to form study groups.  I think you will find it very helpful to work on discussion questions and review for tests with fellow students.  The amount of daily reading and related assignments will be consistent throughout the year.  However, you will probably need to adjust to the workload during the first few weeks of school.  Sharing this experience with a study group will, most likely, make the adjustment period easier. 
 
b.       The Skills and Writing Lab is open during both lunches in Room 3224 on W days and Room 2210 on L days.
5. Methodology: The following strategies will be utilized to achieve these goals:
a.       Lectures, Films/Tapes, Class discussions, Field trips/guest speakers
b.       Reading and writing projects/daily homework/participation
c.       Individual and group projects/oral presentations/quiz/exams
d.       Point values: Homework, quizzes: 10 points. Exams/papers: 100 points.
6. Textbook, Materials, and Supplies: 
 
a.       The basic text for this course is Virginia and United States History. The text can be accessed through Canvas on the Washington-Lee home page using Mozilla Firefox at school or your search engine at home.  Books are available in the classroom for group use or individual study before and after school as well as first lunches each day. In class we will also use supplemental Student Study Guides and historical document sets.  You should get into the habit of supplementing these sources with other texts and readings from your personal library, the WLHS library, or public libraries.  
 
b.       You need a three-ring binder (~1.5") for this class to maintain discussion questions, class notes, and supplemental materials.  You will also need several dividers for organization purposes.  You must bring this notebook to class every day.
 
7. What about the SOL exam? 
 
a.       We will use the US/VA History Topic Outline as well as the Virginia Standards of Learning as benchmarks against which to evaluate our progress throughout the year. 
 
b.       SOL questions that have been released by the Virginia Department of Education will be used throughout the year to practice reading and decoding the questions. These can be accessed at: 
       http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/released_tests/2013/va_and_us_hist_item_set_released_in_spring_2014.pdf
c. SOL preparation booklets featuring brief summaries of information and sample questions are also available for classroom and individual use. 

d. We will conduct an SOL Academy for review, dated to be announced.
 
8. Assessment, Evaluation, and Grading Policy:
 
a.       Tests will be based primarily on the text book.  Tests will generally combine objective and essay questions. Projects will be evaluated using rubrics provided at the time the assignments are made. Quizzes will be based upon textbook readings, current events, and classroom lessons. These evaluations will include individual and group efforts with and without reference materials and take home assignments. 
 
b.    Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior. Class participation is an important component of the grade.  Participation points are earned based on the quality and amount of preparation demonstrated during class discussions.  Therefore, it is extremely important to keep up with the daily reading assignments and discussion questions.  Participation grades, while earned on a unit basis, will generally be the equivalent of one test grade over the course of an academic quarter.  Remember, you need to be here in class to be a part of our discussions and to complete the opener activities.  Extra-credit is awarded for extra effort, exceptional performance, and early completion of work. It can also be awarded for noteworthy contributions to the school community and for keeping parents informed.
 
c.       In order to receive full credit for homework, you must turn it in on time.  The school policy for make up work due to absence can be found on page 14 of the Washington-Lee Student Handbook. This can be found on line: http://washingtonlee.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2016/05/WLStudHandbook2016.pdf
 
d. Quarter grades will be based on Summative Assessments: class participation, completion of assignments (i.e., homework and notebook), tests/quizzes, essays, and projects. In addition, students will be assessed using Formative criteria: daily warm ups and unannounced quizzes. The final course grade will be an average of the four quarter grades and the final exam, each equally weighted. The Final Course Grade will be the higher of either the overall letter grade or the percent grade. See page 10 of the Washington-Lee Student Handbook for further explanations of the grading policy. This can be found on line: http://washingtonlee.apsva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/38/2016/05/WLStudHandbook2016.pdf
e.   Final Exam: Students who have an A average for the year will be exempt from taking  the final exam in US History. Students are allowed only one B during the first semester in order to qualify for this exemption. All other students will be required to take the exam, no exception.
e. Re-take policy: Students will be allowed to retake exams at a time convenient to the teacher.

f. Grades will be posted on line through Synergy.

g. Grading Breakdown: Grades are rounded up; for example an 89.5   

      becomes a 90.  
Test: 19%

Quiz: 10%

Performance: 28%

Homework: 15%
In-Class work: 28%

     i. The following grading scale will be used for course work: Page 10, Student Handbook.
(When calculating marking period and final examination grades, teachers round up                                   when a percentage yields a decimal of .5 or higher.)

	GRADING SCALE

	Letter Grade
	Percentages


	Quality Points
	AP & IB

Quality Points

	          A
	90,91,92,93,94,95,96,97,98, 99, 100
	4.0
	5.0

	          B+
	87, 88, 89
	3.5
	4.5

	          B
	80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86
	3.0
	4.0

	          C+
	77, 78, 79
	2.5
	3.5

	          C
	70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76
	2.0
	3.0

	          D+
	67, 68, 69
	1.5
	2.5

	          D
	60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66
	1.0
	2.0

	          E
	0 – 59
	0.0
	0.0


 
9.  Attendance:  
 
a.       When you are absent:
1.       If you are absent on a day when previously assigned work is due, you must turn in the relevant assignment by the end of the first school day of your return.  You must be prepared to complete any previously scheduled quizzes, tests, presentations at the start of the next class you attend.
2.       For work assigned while you are absent, you have one week from the last day of your absence to submit make-up work.
3.       You are responsible for all work missed even if the absence is unexcused.  However, credit for make-up work is only given when the absence is excused.  [APS PIP 25-1.1]

b.       If you are tardy to class:

1.       Students entering class without a pass after the bell rings will be marked “Unexcused Tardy” and may lose credit for opening activities already in progress.  

2.       If you reach three Unexcused Tardies, you will be given one hour of detention after school, with me.  You will receive an additional hour of detention for every subsequent tardy thereafter for the remainder of the quarter.  
 

 

10. Classroom Guidelines: 
 
a.       Come to class on time each day ready to learn.

b.       Treat your fellow students, teacher, and class guests with respect. 

c.       Follow the Washington-Lee Honor Code.  (Please see next section.)

d.       Leave food and drinks outside of the classroom. 

e.       Restroom pass: It hangs from the pencil sharpener. Use it as needed. Students must sign out on the sheet provided.

 
11. The W-L Honor Principle:
 
We will talk about the W-L Honor Principle in class.  However, most of your work will fall into one of these three categories:

a.       In-class tests and individual projects:  You will be asked to sign an honor pledge for each test and major assignment turned in.  By signing the pledge, you are acknowledging your understanding of the honor policy and that you have not violated that policy in any way.

b.      “On my honor, I pledge that this assignment reflects my own efforts and work.”
c.       Some assignments and take-home tests are designed to involve collaboration with your colleagues.  At the time these assignments are made, I will give you the specific honor pledge information you need to provide when submitting your finished work.

d.       Reports/Papers/Essays: Plagerism: Accurate and adequate attribution of sources is an important component of academic integrity.  In addition to signing the honor pledge, you will be also expected to submit electronic rough-drafts of written assignments to Turnitin.com.  Specific instructions will be provided for these assignments.

 

12. How to get in touch with me other than during class time: 
 
If you or your parents/guardians want to talk with me about your progress, clarification of assignments, constructive suggestions about the class, get to know me better, etc., please feel free to try any of these channels.  Hopefully, we will successfully link up with each other.  When you leave messages, please be sure to give me a telephone number and times when you can be reached as well as a brief idea of why you are calling. This will help me be prepared to best respond to your questions when we talk.  I have found through experience that email is the most efficient method for initiating communication.

a.       Call the Main Office:  703-228-6200. Ask for Room 2208.
b.       Email:  les.albers@apsva.us

c.       Drop by Room 2208 before or after school. 

d.       Leave a note to be placed in my mailbox with the receptionists in the WLHS Main Office. 

e.       Visit my webpage which is accessible from the WLHS webpage at   https://washingtonlee.apsva.us/post/staff/albers-les-overview/
 

13. Your first homework assignment is to share this letter with your parents/guardians.  Please sign/date it and keep it in your notebook.
 
 

Return this page to Mr. Albers:

I have received and read course syllabus for Mr. Albers’ US/VA History class.

Student Name (Print): ________________________________________Period: 3, 6
Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________
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