AP EUROPEAN HISTORY

Mr. Joel Rockwood

Room 3021

Email: joel.rockwood@apsva.us


Phone: 703.228.6200 (I infrequently check my voicemail so emailing is the best way to contact me)

Website: W-L website: click academics, social studies, my name, and finally the A.P. Euro. Site.

Online Textbooks: The online textbook can be accessed. Students use the link that is located at the school site. Provisions will be made for those without computer / internet access.
Teacher Responsibilities

· Mr. Rockwood will create and maintain a physically and emotionally safe classroom environment

· Mr. Rockwood will academically challenge each student

· Mr. Rockwood will keep accurate and current student progress records

Classroom Procedures
· Attendance
· School attendance policy will be observed and enforced

· Disciplinary actions for unexcused absences and tardies will be enacted as appropriate based on Washington-Lee’s attendance policy

· Refer to student handbook for more detailed information

· Homework
· Homework will be regularly assigned. Most of it will be reading and reviewing. These assignments are posted at the school site.
· Other homework assignments include handouts and papers

· Students should utilize assignment books to organize homework, note test dates, and stay on track

· Late Homework:

· Homework turned in one class period after the due date will be marked down 10%
· Late homework turned in thereafter will be marked down 50% until the end of the unit
Classroom Materials

· Lined non-spiral paper (perforated sheets)

· Pens (Black or Blue) and/or Pencils
· A system of organization
Classroom Principles
· Be Here
· To achieve success, students need to be present in class and engaged on a regular basis.  Frequent absences and being tardy will negatively affect learning and academic achievement.

· Be Prepared
· All homework should be completed prior to coming to class, all homework will be checked in at the beginning of class.
· Be on Task
· We cover a chapter each week of a college level book that averages around forty pages per chapter.  Remember that history is a progression of events.  The end of the book only makes sense when you read the beginning and the middle.  Don’t fall behind, remain on task and use class time wisely.

· Be Courteous
· Respect the thoughts and opinions of your fellow classmates and teacher.  Speak with conviction, but listen with an open mind.
· Be Thoughtful
· Utilize critical thinking skills and ask questions.

Course Overview

AP European History is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester introductory college or university European history course. In AP European History students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in four historical periods from approximately 1450 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing historical evidence; contextualization; comparison; causation; change and continuity over time; and argument development. The course also provides six themes that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: interaction of Europe and the world; poverty and prosperity; objective knowledge and subjective visions; states and other institutions of power; individual and society; and national and European identity.

Historical Periods

AP European History is structured around the investigation of course themes and key concepts in the following four historical periods. These periods, from c.1450 to the present, provide a temporal framework for the course. The instructional importance of each period is equal. 

	Period 1:
	c.1450 to c.1648

	Period 2:
	c.1648 to c.1815

	Period 3:
	c.1815 to c.1914

	Period 4:
	c.1914 to the Present


Themes and Learning Objectives: 

Theme 1: Interaction of Europe and the World (INT)
Overarching Questions
· Why have Europeans sought contact and interaction with other parts of the world? 
· What political, technological, and intellectual developments enabled European contact and interaction with other parts of the world? 
· How have encounters between Europe and the world shaped European culture, politics, and society? 
· What impact has contact with Europe had on non-European societies?
Theme 2: Poverty and Prosperity (PP)
Overarching Questions
· How has capitalism developed as an economic system? 
· How has the organization of society changed as a result of or in response to the development and spread of capitalism? 
· What were the causes and consequences of economic and social inequality? 
· How did individuals, groups, and the state respond to economic and social inequality? 
Theme 3: Objective Knowledge and Subjective Visions (OS)
Overarching Questions
· What roles have traditional sources of authority (church and classical antiquity) played in the creation and transmission of knowledge? 
· How and why did Europeans come to rely on the scientific method and reason in place of traditional authorities? 
· How and why did Europeans come to value subjective interpretations of reality?
Theme 4: States and Other Institutions of Power (SP)
Overarching Questions
· What forms have European governments taken, and how have these changed over time? 
· In what ways and why have European governments moved toward or reacted against representative and democratic principles and practices? 
· How did civil institutions develop apart from governments, and what impact have they had upon European states?  
· How and why did changes in warfare affect diplomacy, the European state system, and the balance of power? 
· How did the concept of a balance of power emerge, develop, and eventually become institutionalized? 
Theme 5: Individual and Society (IS)
Overarching Questions

· What forms have family, class, and social groups taken in European history, and how have they changed over time? 

· How and why have tensions arisen between the individual and society over the course of European history? 

· How and why has the status of specific groups within society changed over time? 

AP courses are taught at the college level.  The major difference between a high school and college level history course is the amount of reading and depth of focus.  Moreover, the AP curriculum stresses a large degree of higher order thinking skills within a rigorous academic context.  The class will consist of a mix of lecture, discussion, seminars, video clips/documentaries, analyzing primary source documents and works of art, individual and group work and presentations.  Everyone will be expected to participate on a regular basis.  

Grades: Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior.  

Grades for each quarter will be calculated based on weighted averages earned through: 

Assessment Type





Percentage of overall grade

Writing assignments





25%

Chapter quizzes (both formative & summative)

20%

Unit Tests







30 %

Homework







10 % 
Classroom assignments





15%

The only extra credit opportunity will be: Mock Exam: Saturday, April 14th , 8:00-1:00. 

The mock exam is voluntary. I correct all parts of it and those students that have given their best effort could have the 4th quarter grade raised by as much as a letter grade.

Reading Materials for the Course:

· Primary text: Spielvogel, J. J. (2010) Western civilization since 1300 (7th ed.). Belmont: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.

Important!!! All Social Studies textbooks are available online through the W-L School Site. Through a login, students will have access to any textbook materials they may need for this or any other course.  Hard copies of the AP European History textbook are issued to each student.  

In addition to the textbook, students will be expected to read, analyze, and interpret a variety of historical sources, both primary and secondary. Most of these additional source readings will come, from the following list of supplemental resources, although additional sources may be introduced through the course of the year:

· Internet History Sourcebook (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/)

· Sherman, Dennis. (2008). Western Civilization: Sources, Images, and Interpretations, from the Renaissance to the Present (7th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill.

· Beeler, J., & Clark, C. (2010). Sources of western society since 1300. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's.

· Gregory, C. (2006). Documents of western civilization. (Vol. 1: to 1715). Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.

· Gregory, C. (2006). Documents of western civilization. (Vol. 2: since 1500). Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.

· Strickland, C., & Boswell, J. (2007). The annotated Mona Lisa: A crash course in art history, from prehistoric to post-modern. Kansas City, Mo: Andrews McMeel.
The final course grade is calculated by averaging the four quarters.
You must sit for the AP exam on Friday May 18th, 2018 from 12:00 to 4:30.

AP students are exempt from their final exam.
	GRADE
	PERCENTAGE

	A


	89.5-100



	B+
	86.5-89.49

	B


	79.5-86.49

	C+
	76.5-79.49

	C
	69.5-76.49

	D+
	67-69.49

	D
	60-66.49

	E
	< 60


Honor Code: Washington-Lee High School places a significant emphasis on the school’s honor code.  The honor code is listed below.  

“On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given nor received information on this assignment” (Page 8, student handbook)

If you have any concerns about this honor code or need any clarifications, please see Mr. Rockwood.

In any cases not prescribed above, the rules and policies of Washington-Lee High School will be respected and enforced.
