
W-L PTA Meeting Preliminary Minutes 
 
Date: Monday, October 16, 2017 
Time: 7:30 pm-9:00 pm  
Location: Library 
 
Present:  
Principal, Gregg Roberts 
Assistant Principal, Claire Peters 
Counseling Co-Directors, Kristen Devaney 
Instructional Technology Coordinator, Craig Spraggins 
Secondary STEM Specialist, Pam Nagurka 
Detective/S.R.O, M.b. Mazzella 
PTA President, Tish Jenkins 
1st VP, Ted Black 
Treasurer, Scott Burka 
PTA President-elect, Zelmira McCann  
 
Welcome  
 
Technology Presentation/Discussion  
Assistant Principal, Claire Peters introduced herself and discussed the social-emotional 
aspects of technology and social media.  9th-grade health class is covering how social 
media affects our teen’s self-esteem.  During this instruction, there is less focus on 
“stranger danger” and more emphasis on relationships that they may have on social 
media. For example, what are you telling people with your posts, who is viewing your 
posts, and how information out on social media can be manipulated.  What teen’s post 
can be misconstrued. Before posting a teen should evaluate whether they would be 
able to say what they are posting face to face to their peers. Many times posts 
automatically show your teen’s location posing another potential risk. The first level of 
security and privacy is who your teen accepts as a follower.  The second level of privacy 
and security is turning off location when sharing photos. 
 
There have been studies that indicate increased use of technology for social media use, 
is correlated with increased rates of depression, anxiety in our teens. Some 
explanations for these increases may be related to the constant bombardment of 
unrealistic images thus creating a negative view of themselves. Some studies are 
showing that continuous technology use is affecting the quality of sleep. Keeping 
phones at bedside disrupt natural sleep cycles. Our kids are using their phones as their 
alarm clocks and thus never turn their phones off.  Many feel a sense of anxiety when 
phones are turned off because of the “Fear of missing out.”  Challenge your teen to 
power off their phone and charge phones, I-pads, and other technology in a separate 
area that is not their room.  Encourage your teen to move their focus from social media 
and focus on personal goals.  
 
 



Craig Spraggins- added that your teen’s phone is always collecting data. 
 
Snapchat and Twitter are the most popular social media amongst our teens.  
 
Final thought - “Is it Bullying?” Mrs. Davaney has a poster that sums up what is 
considered “Bullying.”  When someone says or does something unintentionally hurtful, 
and they do it once, that’s RUDE. When someone says or does something intentionally 
hurtful, and they do it once, that’s MEAN.  When someone says or does something 
intentionally hurtful, and they keep doing it- even when you tell them to stop or show 
them that you’re upset--- that’s BULLYING.   Mrs. Davaney sees mostly items that are 
“mean”.  There is a cyber bully Resource Officer that will get involved if there are signs 
of bullying. Families do get contacted, and the take-home was to treat each other with 
kindness. 
 
Craig Spraggins, Instructional Technology Coordinator (ITC), Introduced himself. It is 
Mr. Spraggins 4th year at Washington Lee and reviewed the “Nuts and bolts” of our 
teen’s Macbook. If you have any questions about your child’s hardware, you can contact 
Mr. Spraggins, preferably via email.  
 
Contact Craig Spraggins 
Email: craig.spraggins@apsva.us 
Phone: 571.482.9783 
Twitter: @edtechcs 
 
Your child has been assigned a MacBook for their use only!  Each student signed an 
appropriate technology use form. 
 
Hardware 
The repair process takes 2-3 weeks.  The Macbook repair kiosk is located at the left-
hand side as you enter the library.  If there are any hardware problems, this is where 
your child will need to sign in and drop off in a locked locker. While your child’s laptop is 
repaired, there are NO loaners. Your child may use a parent’s laptop until their 
MacBook is fixed.  9 out of 10, upon technologist inspection, the laptop has had some 
water damage.  Computer labs are at the library and Lab-B.  Your child only gets one 
charger ($50/piece).  Imagine how much it adds up to 3-5 chargers missing a week. The 
parent is NOW contacted if a charger is lost.  The parent has to sign for the new 
charger, and that is the very LAST one.  Remind your child not to leave their laptop 
unattended.  From summer school to now there have been 25 stolen laptops this year. 
Once your child’s MacBook leaves the APS network, then the device disappears and 
can not be tracked. If they notice that their MacBook is missing it is essential that they 
report it immediately.   
 
Software 
Canvas has had a soft roll out this year by APS board.  APS will no longer be using 
Blackboard.  Many universities have made the transfer already. APS has a 5-year 
commitment agreement with Canvas.  There is a staff training session for Canvas this 



Wednesday for teachers.  Globalprotect is the filtering software used around APS.  Your 
child has to download Globalprotect to be able to use the school’s server. This summer 
there has been some issue with Globalprotect not being able to connect to Free 
WiFi.  There also has been a capacity issue, this was resolved, and capacity was 
increased to over 20,000 users.  Make sure your child knows to always save their work 
on Google cloud, not their laptops. Saving on the cloud will be very important while 
tracking stickers are placed on MacBooks.  Tracking stickers will roll out this coming 
week.  Students don’t have access to their APS email account; email accounts are only 
used to sign in.  
 
Contact the Help Desk: 
For all, IT (Information Technology) concerns, submit a Help Desk request ticket (click 
here to do so), call the Help Desk at extension 2847, or email 2847@apsva.us. This 
includes: 

• All Computer Issues (Hardware, Network) 
• All Software Issues 
• All Online System Issues (Including Synergy) 
• Printers (Including Toner) 
• Passwords 
• SmartBoard Connection or Configuration Issues 
• Projector Issues 
• Television Issues 

 
 
Arlington STEM Opportunities, Resources, Activities 
Pam Nagurka, Secondary STEM Specialist for Career and Technical Education, 
introduced herself and what her responsibilities entail.  There is a push for student 
exposure to more STEM Opportunities.  There will be 20,000 unfilled STEM job 
openings. The Department of CTE (Career Technical Education) want to teach our kids 
to be producers of technology and get them away from being only consumers. Mrs. 
Nagurka is finding opportunities to introduce STEM, e.g., Read Text & Block program 
into regular courses. Robotics Club is coming soon to W-L. At W-L we have TSA, 
Technology Student Association.   
 
For STEM opportunities from the W-L, homepage search STEM in the search bar and 
make sure ALL APS is selected.  Under Student and parent resource there is a STEM 
PDF Calendar published monthly. There are numerous student opportunities listed in 
this calendar. E.g., NASA Internships for high schoolers, applications are due 
November 15, 2017, Cybersecurity course at the career center. Global hour of code 
celebrated the 1st week of December.  
 
Principal's Report: 
Our assistant principals will be present for our November 13th PTA meeting.   
Principal’s small group lunch meetings with 9th graders are in progress. Principal 
Roberts is 3/4ths of the way done with the Freshman class. Once the 9th-grade 



luncheons are completed, Principal luncheons will continue with ALL students who are 
new to W-L.  There was a Fall Activities fair 10/5.      
 
PSAT Day Activities 10/11-  
9th graders were the only group to have conferences on 10/11 
10th & 11th graders had testing 
“Senior Day” was well attended and over half of the 12th-grade student body 
participated. 
 
College Fair will be at Wakefield High School 10/17, 6-8pm. 
Gifted Service Night 10/25 
High School Information Night- for rising 9th graders will be 10/30 at W-L and W-L 
presentation focuses on the IB program.  
 
W-L Athletic Hall of Fame Nominations Due 11/1 
The End of Quarter 11/6 
Winter Sports Begin 11/6 
No School 11/7 for Governor’s election day. 11/7 will be a teacher's workday. 
IB Information night 12/5 
Signal work on Stafford St 10/17, 13th or 15th street may be better for pickup and drop 
off.  
Freshman SCA elections 10/19 & 20 
 
Kristen Devaney: 
November is bullying awareness month. Harvesting Dreams is to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage month at Kenmore 5:30pm-9pm 10/20. This week is Kindness week.   
Saturday College Application Help 9am-12p, is available 10/21, 11/18, 12/9, and 
1/20.  If your student needs assistance with their college application they can drop in on 
these dates at the counseling suite.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Scott Burka stated that we are at 40%-45% on target with last year’s membership 
dues.  So far expenses paid related to the teacher appreciation luncheon and Freshmen 
t-shirts. $2,500 unspent grant funds have come back from last year. It was voted and 
approved that these funds go back into grants to be redistributed this year.   
PTA President’s Report: 
Tish reminded everyone that membership dues are still needed this year and grocery 
cards are an easy way for our parents to help out with raising money for our kids and 
teachers. Just a reminder that the grocery card program is with Giant and Harris 
Teeter.  Your grocery card has to be reconnected to W-L every year and you can select 
more than one school. W-L PTA does not participate in any fundraising events and 
solely relies on membership dues, the grocery card program and the “No sweat 
fundraiser” to raise funds for our student and teacher’s grants.  Parents are able to pay 
for their PTA membership and donate to the “No sweat fundraiser” online and Paypal is 
accepted. 
 



PTA committees Info: 
To celebrate Hispanic Heritage month, our W-L Latino parents are hosting a celebration 
in the Cafeteria 10/27 at 6 pm.  There will be dishes to share, dancing performances 
and a DJ. Everyone is invited.  
Holiday Bazaar- We have a chair and now need volunteers. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm 
 
NEXT MEETING: NOVEMBER 13, 7:30pm 
W-L PTA Meeting Preliminary Minutes 
 

 


