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Washington-Lee High School AP World History Syllabus 
2018-2019 

Ms. Jennifer Kelly and Mr. Daniel Moses 
Email:  jennifer.kelly@apsva.us  daniel.moses@apsva.us 

 
Course Overview 
AP World History is college level and is designed to be a challenging survey course that focuses on the evolution, 
interaction, and common threads found in human societies over time.  This course is very SKILLS oriented to offer students 
an opportunity to develop their analytical abilities and critical thinking skills in order to understand historical and 
geographical context, make comparisons across cultures, use documents and other primary sources, and recognize and 
discuss different interpretations and historical frameworks.   This course imposes a heavy reading and writing load that will 
help measure student understanding of both content and skills throughout the year.  The general structure of the AP World 
History course, in terms of content covered and skills developed, are guided by the Five Themes of AP World as well as 
the Four Historical Thinking Skills. 
 
The following AP World History themes will be used throughout the course to identify broad patterns and 
processes that explain change and continuity over time. 
 
The Five AP World History Themes: 
1.  Interaction between humans and the environment 

• Demography and disease 
• Migration 
• Patterns of settlement 
• Technology 

2.  Development and interaction of cultures 
• Religions 
• Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies 
• Science and technology 
• The arts and architecture 

3.  State-building, expansion, and conflict 
• Political structures and forms of governance 
• Empires 
• Nations and nationalism 
• Revolts and revolutions 
• Regional, trans-regional, and global structures and organizations 

4.  Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems 
• Agricultural and pastoral production 
• Trade and commerce 
• Labor systems 
• Industrialization 
• Capitalism and socialism 

5.  Development and transformation of social structures 
• Gender roles and relations 
• Family and kinship 
• Racial and ethnic constructions 
• Social and economic classes 
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In addition to the content and themes described above, significant time will be spent practicing and mastering skills 
necessary for analyzing history.  These skills are known as the Four Historical Thinking Skills as identified by The 
College Board.   
 
1. Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence 
 

Historical Argumentation 
● Historical thinking involves the ability to define and frame a question about the past and to address that question 

through the construction of an argument. A plausible and persuasive argument requires a clear, comprehensive and 
analytical thesis, supported by relevant historical evidence — not simply evidence that supports a preferred or 
preconceived position. Additionally, argumentation involves the capacity to describe, analyze, and evaluate the 
arguments of others in light of available evidence. 

Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence 
● Historical thinking involves the ability to identify, describe, and evaluate evidence about the past from diverse 

sources (including written documents, works of art, archaeological artifacts, oral traditions, and other primary 
sources), with respect to content, authorship, purpose, format, and audience. It involves the capacity to extract useful 
information, make supportable inferences and draw appropriate conclusions from historical evidence while also 
understanding such evidence in its context, recognizing its limitations and assessing the points of view that it 
reflects. 

2. Chronological Reasoning 

Historical Causation 
● Historical thinking involves the ability to identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationships between multiple 

historical causes and effects, distinguishing between those that are long-term and proximate, and among 
coincidence, causation, and correlation. 

Patterns of Continuity and Change Over Time 
● Historical thinking involves the ability to recognize, analyze, and evaluate the dynamics of historical continuity and 

change over periods of time of varying length, as well as relating these patterns to larger historical processes or 
themes. 

Periodization 
● Historical thinking involves the ability to describe, analyze, evaluate, and construct models of historical 

periodization that historians use to categorize events into discrete blocks and to identify turning points, recognizing 
that the choice of specific dates privileges one narrative, region or group over another narrative, region or group; 
therefore, changing the periodization can change a historical narrative. Moreover, the particular circumstances and 
contexts in which individual historians work and write shape their interpretation and modeling of past events. 

3. Comparison and Contextualization 

Comparison 
1. Historical thinking involves the ability to describe, compare, and evaluate multiple historical developments within 

one society, one or more developments across or between different societies, and in various chronological and 
geographical contexts. It also involves the ability to identify, compare, and evaluate multiple perspectives on a 
given historical experience. 

Contextualization 
2. Historical thinking involves the ability to connect historical developments to specific circumstances of time and 

place, and to broader regional, national, or global processes. 
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4. Historical Interpretation and Synthesis 

Interpretation 
1. Historical thinking involves the ability to describe, analyze, evaluate, and create diverse interpretations of the past 

– as revealed through primary and secondary historical sources – through analysis of evidence, reasoning, contexts, 
points of view, and frames of reference. 

Synthesis 
2. Historical thinking involves the ability to arrive at meaningful and persuasive understandings of the past by applying 

all of the other historical thinking skills, by drawing appropriately on ideas from different fields of inquiry or 
disciplines and by creatively fusing disparate, relevant (and perhaps contradictory) evidence from primary sources 
and secondary works.  Additionally, synthesis may involve applying insights about the past to other historical 
contexts or circumstances, including the present. 

 
Periods Covered as cited from AP College Board 

Period Period Title Date Range Unit Weight 

1 Technological and 
Environmental Transformations 

To c. 600 B.C.E 1 5% 

2 Organization and Reorganization 
of Human Societies 

c. 600 B.C.E to c. 
600 C.E 

1 15% 

3 Regional and Trans-regional 
Interactions 

c. 600 C.E. to c. 
1450 

2 20% 

4 Global Interactions c. 1450 to c. 1750 3 20% 

5 Industrialization and Global 
Integration 

c. 1750 to 1900 4 20% 

6 Accelerating Global Change and 
Realignments 

c. 1900 to the 
Present 

5 20% 

 
The above time periods correlates with the AP program of studies covered in Units 1-6.  Students will receive a calendar at 
the beginning of each unit covering all class assignments, readings, and test dates.  In addition to a hard copy, students can 
locate an electronic copy posted to the W-L website.  All dates are subject to change. 

Pacing and Assessment:  

We cover an extraordinary amount of material in this course and you will need to keep up with the reading and workload.  
We do not accept late work for this course.  Reading guides are due on the day they are due.  You will complete both notes 
and a reading guide for every chapter and due dates will be published well in advance. We will have periodic reading quizzes 
and unit assessments all of which will be planned well in advance.  The expectation for this course is that you keep up with 
the reading and workload at all times.  
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Reading Materials  
 
Textbook 
World Civilizations: The Global Experience.  Stearns, Adas, Schwartz, Gilbert.  7th edition. 
 
Other 

Primary and secondary sources throughout each unit such as: 
Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond, W. W. Norton and Co; 1999. 
The World that Trade Created by Kenneth Pomeranz, M.E. Sharpe; 2000. 
World Civilizations:  Sources, Images, and Intepretations (Vol 1 and 2) by Kevin Reilly, Boston:  Bedfords/St. Martin’s; 
2nd Ed., 2004. 
World History in Documents:  A Comparative Reader by Peter N. Stearns, New York:  New York University Press; 1998. 
Agricultural and Urban Revolutions.  Insight Media, 2004. 
Ancient Trade Routes of the Arab World.  Insight Media, 2002. 
Buddhism in China.  Insight  Media, 1983. 
Engineering and Empire.  A&E Television Network.  2006. 
World Conquerors.  Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 1993. 
Japan Past and Present:  The Age of the Shoguns (1600-1868).  Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 1989. 
India of the Gandhis.  Insight Media, 2004. 
Islam:  Empire of Faith by PBS Home Video, Gardner Films, Inc., 2000. 
A World without Borders:  What is Happening with Globalization.  Insight Media, 2002. 
 

Grading Scale 
 

Letter Grade Percentages Quality Points AP & IB 
Quality Points 

          A 90,91,92,93,94,95,96,97,98, 99, 100 4.0 5.0 

          B+ 87, 88, 89 3.5 4.5 

          B 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86 3.0 4.0 

          C+ 77, 78, 79 2.5 3.5 

          C 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76 2.0 3.0 

          D+ 67, 68, 69 1.5 2.5 

          D 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66 1.0 2.0 

          E 0 – 59 0.0 0.0 

 
The above grading scale is in accordance with the standards set by Arlington County Public Schools  
 
*The final course grade will be calculated using the following formula:   

Final year grade = Q1 (25%) + Q2 (25%) + Q3 (25%) + Q4 (25%) 
 

Students are expected to sit for the AP World History exam.  Students who do not will be required to take a final exam.   
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GRADING DELINEATION (Summative and Formative): 
Quarter Grades will be computed in the following manner: 
 

Class preparedness/participation /group work/projects:     25% 
● Notes for each chapter and other sources are required. 
● Students must participate in class discussions to be successful.   

Chapter Notes and Reading Guides, Supplemental Reading    15% 
Chapter Tests          25% 
Unit Exam           15% 
Essay Writing          20% 

 
Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior 
 
Four Simple Tools for Success in AP World History 

● Be Respectful and Responsible to Yourself and Others. 
● Be On Time and Ready to Learn. 
● Be Prepared with All Necessary Materials and Knowledge. 
● Be an advocate for yourself! 

 
Attendance 

● The course follows the W-L Student Handbook policy on attendance.  
● Tardiness to class is a serious disruption to class instruction and a loss of learning for you. These will be considered 

"unexcused” if there is no note from the teacher who caused the tardiness. Any warm up activities missed due to an 
unexcused tardy will receive a grade of zero.  

● If a student is late to class, they must sign in on the tardy clipboard and turn in a pass if they have one.  
● Consequences for unexcused tardies (UC) are: 

o 1st offense:  Student phone call to parent/guardian  
o 2nd offense: Detention with me and a phone call to parent/guardian  
o 3rd offense: After school detention  
o 4th offense: SLC community conference and after school detention  
o 5th offense or greater: Referral to administrator and after school detention  

 
Assignment Policy Expectations 
All assignments are expected to be turned in at the BEGINNING of class on the due date. Excuses such as, “It is on my zip 
drive and I need to print it”, “I emailed it to myself and I need to print it” will not be permitted.  In other words, be 
PREPARED to turn in a hard copy of your work at the beginning of class.  If a student is absent the day of a test, quiz 
or exams, he/she must email daniel.moses@apsva.us or jennifer.kelly@apsva.us on or before the day of absence and 
make arrangements to make up the test or quiz before or after school.  Class time will not be used to make up tests, 
quizzes or exams.  Please access Canvas to find all assignments from your class.  This will be updated at the conclusion of 
every class day.  
 
Students are expected to abide by the Washington-Lee Honor code as indicted in the student handbook.  This 
course abides by all policies set forth by APS.   
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Exam Format 

Section I: Part 
A 

Multiple Choice — 55 Questions | 55 Minutes | 40% of Exam Score 

• Questions appear in sets of 2 to 5. 
• Students analyze historical texts, interpretations, and evidence. 
• Primary and secondary sources, images, graphs, and maps are included. 

Section I: Part 
B 

Short Answer — 3 Questions | 40 Minutes | 20% of Exam Score 

• Questions provide opportunities for students to explain the historical examples that they 
know best. 

• Some questions include texts, images, graphs, or maps. 
• Students have choice on their third short answer question 

Section II: Part 
A 

Document Based — 1 Question | 60 Minutes (includes 15-minute reading period) | 25% of 
Exam Score 

• Analyze and synthesize historical data. 
• Assess written, quantitative, or visual materials as historical evidence. 

Section II: Part 
B 

Long Essay — 1 Question | 40 Minutes | 15% of Exam Score 

• Students select one question among three. 
• Explain and analyze significant issues in world history. 
• Develop an argument supported by an analysis of historical evidence. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

** The expectation is that students will participate in a World History mock AP exam on April 1st, 2019.** 
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Return to Mr. Moses or Ms. Kelly 

My parents/guardians and I have read, discussed and understand AP World History course syllabus. 
 
_______________________   _______________________   _______________ 
Student’s Name     Student’s Signature    Class Period 
       (print) 
 
_______________________   _______________________   _______________ 
Parent’s Name     Parent’s Signature    Date 
       (print) 
 

Parent Information  
 
Best time to call me is _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #s:  Home______________   Work_______________   Cell______________ 
 
Does your child have access to a computer and internet at home?  _____ Yes   _____ No 

Email Address:  __________________________________ 

What I would like for you to know about my child is________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


