
Washington-Lee High School 

PTA Meeting 

November 13, 2018 

 

PTA Executive Board: Tish Jenkins, President; April Everett, President-Elect; Ted Black, 1st Vice 

President; and Deborah Wooldridge, 2nd Vice President 

 
W-L Staff: Gregg Robinson, Principal; and Jessica Gregory, Co-Director of Counseling 
 

Principal’s Report 

Winter Sports: Basketball, Wrestling, Swim/Dive, Indoor Track, Gym, and Cheerleading have 

begun tryouts and practices. Competitions start after Thanksgiving. 

 

Winter Sports -Parent Meeting: Meeting is at 7:00 PM on November 17, in the Cafeteria. 

 

First Thanksgiving: All students who transfer to W-L from other countries are invited for a 

Thanksgiving meal. Teachers bring in food so that the students can experience the Thanksgiving 

tradition. 

 

Thanksgiving Break:  Students are not at school on November 21, but the school is open. Closed 

on November 22 and 23. 

 

Fall Sports Banquet: The banquet is at 6:30 PM on November 28.  The Girl’s Cross Country team 

placed 3rd in the State. 

 

IB Extended Essay Viva Voce: Students come together to share their experiences in writing their 

extended essays for the IB Program. 

 

IB Information Night Rising 9th Graders: Meeting at 7:00 PM on November 29, at W-L. The 

information is intended for 9th graders; but the meeting is open to 10th graders, too. 

 

Play – “Inherit the Wind”:  Theater department has done a great job, and performances are on 

November 15-17. 

 

Holiday Bazaar: Supports seniors and has sold more tables than in the past – December 1, from 

10:00 AM until 4:00 PM. 

 

Winter Band Showcase:  December 6, at 7:00 PM 

 

Early Release: December 12, at 12:25 PM 

 



Winter Orchestra Showcase: December 13, at 7:00 PM 

 

Hispanic Parents Meeting: December 13, at 6:30 PM.  Met this week and discussed Naviance 

and ParentVUE topics. 

 

Spirit Week: December 17-21. Theme days have not been announced, yet. There will be a Pep 

Rally at the end of the week – moved inside to the gym and will have two sessions by floor. The 

Student Advisory Board liked the change. 

 

Winter Choral Concert: December 20, at 7:00 PM 

 

Winter Break: December 24, 2018 – January 6, 2019 

 

Counseling Report 

 

Report Cards:  Will be mailed at the end of the week.  You can use ParentVUE to find out 

grades. 

 

College Application Support: Students can get help on Saturdays – November 11 and December 

8. 

 

Alumni Visits:  Opportunities for students to hear from alumni who come back to W-L this 

winter. Visits listed on Naviance; students must sign up and get passes to participate.  The 

college student visits are intended to help W-L students get a feel for student life at various 

schools. 

 

Question: Where do you get tickets for the play? 

Answer: You can get a reserve a seat for $7 with a service fee of $1/2 or pay $10 at the door. 

Kids who are part of the crew do not have to buy tickets. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Tish gave the Treasurer’s report.  The reductions to the negative budget presented in 

September were painful with cutbacks in $9,000 in the teacher and student club grants.  We 

emphasized membership dues, the no-sweat fundraising, and grocery card signups.  We 

included PTA information in the first day packet this year after including nothing last year. 

Contributions are up, but we are still looking for more income.  The grocery option is easy, free 

money. You must sign up every year. Three years ago, W-L received $10,000 from Harris Teeter; 

last year, it was $3,800. Income to date is $14,000 in contributions and $8,660 in membership.  

The grocery amounts come in at the end of the school year. 

 



When the budget was adjusted, we talked about restoring grant money if we get more income; 

however, we need to be sure that we have enough money for the PTA. We have draw down 

reserves for the last three o four years, but we need to keep some level of reserves – about 

$4,000 now.   

 

A proposed motion to restore some of the grants that were cut prompted discussion about 

when and under what conditions we can make any adjustment. Concerns included winter 

expenses that have not come up yet, possible senior boat party expenses (The PTA provides 

$500 and acts as the financial agent and oversight for the senor boat party committee, but it is 

independent and may need funding up front to cover initial costs for this year) and delaying any 

consideration until January. On the other hand, there was a desire to provide grants for worthy 

proposals from teachers and student groups. The teachers know that the budget was cut and 

there may be more money if the income improved. The possibility will be emphasized at an 

upcoming department chair meeting. After discussing this issue, the PTA provided guidance 

that the President and Treasurer will go through the budget to determine the amount of 

additional funding for grants and communicate the amount restored, if any, to teachers. 
 

Another budget concern is the Staff Appreciation line item, which was cut and already has 

spent 2/3 of the amount.  The Principal’s Fund is $2,000 and could be reduced to $1,000.  A 

motion t move $1,000 from the Principal’s Fund to Staff Appreciation was approved.   

 

A budget-related question came up about the cost of renaming W-L. Will the school have to 

pay? APS will cover the naming costs.  The W-L PTA has not taken a position on the issue of 

renaming W-L, and parents are free to offer their personal opinions if they choose and it is 

clearly the opinion is theirs. 

 

The group brainstormed ideas about improving participation such as working on a list of 

parents to involve them in volunteering (last year about 750 parents were on the PTA list but 

only ¼ or 1/3 opened emails and people who asked to join this year have been added), can we 

use students to take information home or social media? Would Naviance emails work or 

Peachjar notices? We use signup genius for luncheons, and could we offer an option to donate 

money instead of volunteering or bringing food/items? 

 

Discussions 

An issue that came up in discussions was the topic of homework.  Teachers are asked not to 

give homework over the Winter and Spring breaks. Could the same request apply to the 

Thanksgiving break, especially because seniors are working on college applications and need 

time? We have not included Thanksgiving, but it would be a good practice for these longer 

breaks. 

 



The boat party has been a tradition with a Potomac River Cruise boat and entertainment in a 

safe environment. It requires intensive planning, and this year a group of parents have broken 

up the work to get it done to support the seniors. They need help. Last year the participation 

was low and interest seems to have dropped. This year’s senior class has been going to dances 

and events. They want to be together. How can we get information to them to increase interest 

and participation?  Tweeting information and having a table at the Holiday Bazaar are options. 

Tickets could be a holiday gift.  

 

In the Spring, we will need a nominations committee to prepare for next year. For the most 

part, people currently leading committees like the job and will continue or know others who 

can serve as chairs. The biggest need is a Reflections Chair. 

 

There were requests for additional information on funding for college and publishing the topic 

for each meeting.  A funding session was already done and more will be scheduled. 

 

No meeting in December. 

 

The next meeting is January 14, and the Assistant Principals will talk about their responsibilities. 


